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aright, such was not our agreement, but I am glad to learn how much time the nobles of Scotland need to prove false to their sworn engagements."
"Your Grace forgets that these engagements were entered in upon a certain condition."
" Upon what condition, pray ? "
" That you should part forever from the murderer of your husband : and here is the proof," he added, pointing to the letter, " that you forgot your promise before we ever thought of recalling ours."
" For what hour is my departure fixed ?" said Mary, beginning to weary of the discussion.
" Ebven o'clock, Madame."
" Tis well, my Lord: as I do not wish to make your Lordship wait, you will have the goodness, as you retire, to send some one to help me dress, unless I am reduced to the necessity of being my own attendant."
Mary accompanied these words with so imperious a wave of her hand, that Lindsay bowed and went out without speaking, however anxious he may have been to retort. A moment later Mary Beaton entered the room.
The Queen was ready at the appointed time: she had suffered so bitterly at Edinburgh that she left it without the least regret. A litter had been prepared for her, it may have been to spare her a repetition of the humiliation of the preceding day, or to conceal her departure from those who might still be considered her partisans. Mary entered the litter without a word of remonstrance, and after a journey of two hours arrived at Duddingston. A small boat was waiting there, and set sail as soon as she was on board ; the next morning, at daybreak, she landed on the other side of the Forth, in the County of Fife.
A ha]t was made at Eosythe Castle, just long enough to take breakfast, after which the little party at once